
Sunday, May 10, 2020 – John 14:1-14 (Mother’s Day) 
 
Well, it is Mother’s Day and I just wanted to share a few verses from Proverbs this morning. We all know 
that Proverbs 31 is that woman of influence chapter. And I wanted to share just a little bit this morning 
because sometimes mothers forget how much they are worth. Sometimes we go about our everyday 
lives and we don’t think about the difference that we're making in the lives of our children, other 
people's children. And the difference that we make in our spouse’s life and in the life of those around 
us. And this morning, I want to do just share Proverbs 31 verses 26 through 31.  
 
She speaks with wisdom, 
    and faithful instruction is on her tongue. 
27 She watches over the affairs of her household 
    and does not eat the bread of idleness. 
28 Her children arise and call her blessed; 
    her husband also, and he praises her: 
29 “Many women do noble things, 
    but you surpass them all.” 
30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; 
    but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 
31 Honor her for all that her hands have done, 
    and let her works bring her praise at the city gate. 
 
It's important to remember that even though we work hard, and even though there are days when we 
are frustrated beyond belief, and even on those days when we want to throw up our hands and say 
what's the use, that we do make a difference. That our children are blessed by us and they may not 
realize it at a young age but it's amazing as you get older, how much smarter your mother gets. It’s 
amazing as you get older, how much you wish you could go back and ask mom did I ever do this? And 
what did you do to fix it?! 
 
So, this morning we want to celebrate all you moms. And that's moms who have given birth to children 
and moms who have touched children's lives, even though they may not have any of their own. God has 
given us the ability to touch lives in ways that so many others can’t. And we become partners in that and 
so we are truly blessed to have a God who gives us the opportunity to touch lives. And we are truly 
blessed to be his handmaidens in the world today and to touch the lives of children everywhere.  
 
And so, ladies, I'm sure that today not only do we your children celebrate you, but I'm sure the Lord 
celebrates you too, and wants to bless you for that. And that’s our prayer this morning, that you'd be 
blessed and this Mother's Day, in spite of the fact that it is a very strange circumstance that we're living 
is, is blessed for you. 
 
Scripture Reading – John 14:1-14 
 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God[a]; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has 
many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for 
you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also 
may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.” 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 
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6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. 7 If you really know me, you will know[b] my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have 
seen him.” 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? 
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you 
believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my 
own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works 
themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they 
will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you 
ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my 
name, and I will do it. 
 
This is the word of God for the people of God, and God’s people said Amen. 
 
So, this morning, I just want to talk to you a little bit about recognizing the father and the promises that 
God has given us. We've been in a series called “This is love.” And we have talked about a lot of ways 
that God shows his love for us and this morning, our text for the topical message is both Psalm 46, and 
John 14, the calm assurance in life and death and life and life.  
 
Now if that sounds strange to you, I just challenge you to remember that we live in the here and now. 
And that death is a factor that many of us have the possibility of escaping. But we also have a future life 
to which Jesus lay home for us. And so, we need that common assurance in this life. Certainly, when we 
face death, we need that assurance. But we also have assurance of a future life with Jesus. And so, we 
want to grasp hold of that assurance that everything that God has promised us, He will do for us.  
 
So, in this fourth Sunday after Easter we see our world in absolute turmoil. Even we as people of faith 
have to confess that we wonder what the outcome is going to be or how it's going to come about. We 
wonder what our world is going to look like in a few short weeks or months. We wonder what our lives 
will be like, how the education for our children and grandchildren will have changed, and what 
challenges we might face on the job, if we're working.  
 
So, I want you to think for a moment as we talk about the things that we're concerned about. And the 
things that we're facing I want you to think about what was going on this passage of Scripture too. What 
was happening in the lives of the disciples and what they must have been feeling. It should not be a 
surprise that the disciples were troubled. In the previous chapter, they learned that one of them was 
going to betray Jesus. And Jesus also warned that Peter would say that he didn't even know him.  
 
Now imagine, if you can, how it must have sent cold chills down their spine. To think that one of them. 
One that they traveled with and ate with and fellowshipped with, and served with, would simply betray 
Jesus. And would betray him to death. And if that wasn't bad enough, the thought that this man Peter, 
who they considered their leader, would deny him. And Judas, who is often portrayed as self-serving, 
and Peter, often portrayed as self-confident. You still have to wonder; how could this be. And probably 
the worst blow of all, was Jesus, that he was leaving them. Shock and confusion certainly had to set in, 
followed by disbelief. And then came the questions. Where was he going? Could they go with him? How 
do they get there too?   
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26676b


And those thoughts tumbled around in their minds and their hearts, and they were tossed back and 
forth, in this new and sudden the storm of life. Their hearts were troubled. Well aren’t our hearts 
troubled too in this pretty strange and challenging season of life? Jesus is in the business of calming 
storms; we see that in scripture. He's in the business of calming troubled hearts and spirits. What he did 
for the disciples he still longs to do for us. Jesus offers the same assurance to us that he did to his first 
disciples. And that can have the same impact on our lives as it did on them.  
 
So, Jesus in this chapter, this short 14 verses gives us some things to think about that should help to 
calm our troubled hearts and spirits in this season. First, Jesus answers the question, “Can we go along.” 
And that's important. How do we get to where you're going? He answers that question by offering hope. 
When we read those first three chapters of John 14 is to promise that they are going to be with him 
again. That nothing is going to stop them from coming and being with him.  
 
Some will go to be with him through death, some others according to John 11 will not face death and 
will join Jesus when He returns at the end of the world. When Jesus speaks of his faith, about the place 
where he is going, when He speaks about heaven, it's clear that Jesus knows it's a real place. It's not a 
pipe dream, it's not the product of an overactive imagination. It's not some pie in the sky escape from 
reality.  
 
Heaven is many things. It's referred to in first Peter as our inheritance. And in verse 11 of that chapter as 
a kingdom. In Hebrews, 11 it's called a city. But here in John, Jesus describes heaven differently. He 
wants them to understand where he is going, and he wants them to understand that the word heaven 
should mean for them exactly what it means for him. He calls heaven home. He calls it his father's 
house. Jesus needs them to know that their home is in the father's presence just as his home in the 
father's presence.  
 
Now think about it for a moment. What is home? Home is a place of love. It's a place of joy, wherever 
it's located. It's a place where nothing harmful or fearful, is permitted. Even in our natural lives home is 
that place where our children come to and know they will be protected and cherished by their family. 
Jesus assures them of the safety and security of being home with God, and tells them they can be home 
with God because He is their father.  
 
So, what about this home. They say they don't know the Father. Certainly, He's the God of their fathers, 
they know that he's mighty and that he's awesome, but they know nothing of what the Father is really. 
And so, Jesus does something else for them. Not only does he present the possibility of being home, but 
he portrays that divine parent’s reality to them with the Father in heaven. They surely think that they 
would not know Him until they arrived there.  
 
But Jesus want the disciples to understand that they already know the father, if they know him. So, let's 
take a look at that text and songs that we've read in that Psalm God is not always only the refuge that 
we run into for safety, He is also the river that nourishes us and preserves us. There is a river, Psalm 46, 
that makes glad the cities of God. Knowing that he can poison that river, not only are you safe and God 
is your refuge, that he'll make you glad with his presence. He refreshes your soul and strengthens your 
heart. The devil can rage. The nations can rage. Diseases may abound. Troubles might be present. But 
God will be protecting father, providing for us. We will know him as he is through our relationship with 
Jesus, we find the father by finding Jesus.  
 



And that's probably one of the most often used but least understood of God's gift. Because we struggle 
with prayer for some reason, it could be that it’s difficult for us to carry on conversations with one who 
is unseen. It could be that we feel unworthy to ask a perfect God for blessings knowing how we are 
imperfect. It could be that we've never really completely trusted, but Jesus says, remember if you've 
seen me, you have seen the Father.  
 
And we know, because we've been in the presence of Jesus, that he's fully trustworthy. And he hears us 
and He cares for us, that he sacrifices everything for us. And so, because we have come to know God the 
Father through Jesus, we are also given other privileges. We are given the privilege of prayer; we no 
longer have to feel that we are separated from God. We no longer have to feel that we don't have the 
ability to communicate or don't know with whom we are communicating. We no longer have to feel the 
mistrust that we have felt in the past. Because as we come to know the Father, we encounter grace, we 
encounter love, we encounter wisdom in times of discouragement and trouble, like we witness now.  
 
We need God’s wisdom in our lives so the brave will stand up against the confusing and sometimes 
terrifying situations that we face every day. We're no different from the people of the Old Testament 
who faced insurmountable circumstances and prevailed through the wisdom and guidance of God. We 
may have more knowledge than other generations. You can Google almost any kind of subject you want 
to and find knowledge. Knowledge is available on YouTube. But wisdom is knowledge that is properly 
processed and applied and it takes time spent with God, to get wisdom. It takes meditation and God's 
word.  
 
The statements in this Psalm, are food for thought. They have to be processed in the heart to get full 
nourishment from them. But this is how we come to know not just about God, but to know him 
personally. The last section reads, I know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations. I will be 
exalted in the earth. The Lord of hosts is with us the God of Jacob is our refuge.  
 
That Psalm begins and ends with God as our refuge. And it's good to focus this Sunday on those phrases 
therefore we will not fear. The reason we will not fear is not because life was trouble free. I don't think 
I've ever experienced life as completely trouble free. There's always something going on, circumstances 
around us can be disheartening. The reason we will not fear is that God will be to us whatever we need 
regardless of the challenges, as we get to know him. He reveals even more of Himself to us. We come to 
understand that being who he is, who is all wisdom and all powerful. And He reveals Himself to us and 
as he does so we come to realize that he's always with us. And that's the best part. But He’s with us in a 
special way during times of trouble to make sure that we're okay. Our father provides calm assurance in 
this life, that we are cared for and protected. And because we have come to know him, that privilege of 
prayer is important. Sometimes we struggle. We believe God thinks we are unworthy. We don't believe 
he truly listens, or if he does, that he is far more consumed with the important things that are going on, 
then trivial little prayers. But my friends, your prayers aren’t trivial.  
Think for a minute about parenting. It's Mother's Day. And most of us are parents. Most of us have 
spent time with mothers who have cared for us in the scheme of things, as we deal with important 
decisions and troubles and work and all those things that take up time in our life, the sweetest part of 
the day, the sweetest thing that we can hear at the end of the day is the voice of our sons and our 
daughters. We love them, and the love we feel for them just rolls off inside us we were overjoyed to 
hear about their joys. We want to hear about their day. We want to help them solve their problems. We 
want to hear the things that delight their hearts. As human beings created in the image of God, those 
parenting instincts, and those feelings of love and devotion stem from God. 
 



As much as we want to hear from our children, God wants to hear from us. He wants to hear us talk to 
him about the things that are important to us. About the kingdom and people's lives and souls and it 
thrills his heart when our hearts hold the same desires that his do. But he also wants to hear about the 
tough times. He wants to hear us say we trust him with our lives. He wants us to pray in faith.  
 
Remember when we thought that our moms and dads could fix anything? Well our heavenly Father can. 
He wants us to express our faith and our trust in him. He wants us to let go of everything that is 
troubling us and place those things in his hands, whatever they are. Prayer is a conversation with a one 
who loves us the most, who sacrificed everything on our behalf.  
 
Well here we are, and we're still walking through the difficult times of 2020. I heard someone saying 
yesterday that they wish the 2020 would just stop the car and they would walk from here. When things 
that have been stable in the past begin to shake, it can be really disconcerting. Fear deals with that 
emotion that can easily take over. Therefore, we will not fear.  
 
It's easy to say that when everything is good. It's easy to say that when all of our props are in place. But 
when things begin to shake around us, and everything falls out from under us, we can still say therefore 
we will not fear. When a crisis intensifies people easily get into a frenzy trying to solve the problems 
themselves. We need a sense of God's wisdom and guidance. And we find that in personal relationship 
and the deep communion in prayer.  
 
There's a word found in Psalm 46, and that Hebrew word is Selah. It's a musical rest. It gives singers time 
to breathe. It also gives us readers a signal to pause and to meditate on what's been said. We need more 
Selah in our lives. We need more time spent considering the weighty matters of life. Time to number our 
days so that we can apply our hearts to wisdom. Wisdom is more than knowledge. It is knowledge put 
into practice under God's direction. Psalm 46 verses six through seven says the nations ranged in the 
king was moved. He utters his voice in and the earth melts. The Lord hosts is with us. The God of Jacob is 
our refuge. 
 
So today, let's begin to recognize the deep relationship to which we’re called, and the promises of God, 
which are sure. Our precious Jesus has never left us, he never will. He has pointed us toward the Father 
our Farther, so that we can be in relationship with him. He's given us the privilege of communication 
with the Most High God. And he's gone before us to prepare a place for us to dwell for all eternity. He's 
given us life and offers us calm assurance no matter what that life offers. Calm assurance and death, and 
calm assurance of the life to come. We have no reason to fear in times like these. With moments of 
communion with God and faith in his presence, and his guidance, we can weather any storm, and always 
come away victorious. 
 
Amen! 


